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TAGS: ENRG, PDEV, IZ 

SUB J : NEW IRAQ OIL FIELDS 

REF: (A) CERP 4250, (B) ATHENS 2258 (NOTAL) 

1 . LOCAL PRESS REPORTED APRIL 1 THAT LEHAIS FIELD, LOCATED 
SOUTHWEST OF BASRA, WILL BE INAUGURATED APRIL 7 ON THE 31ST 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE BAATH PARTY. THE FIELD 
HAS AN INITIAL PRODUCTION CAPACITY OF 2.5 MILLION TONS A 

YEAR AND INCLUDES DEGASSING FACILITIES. THE STATE ORGANIZATION 
FOR OIL PROJECTS WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ENGINEERING AND 
GENERAL SUPERVISION OF THE PROJECT, THE STATE CONTRACTING 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY EXECUTED THE CIVIL WORKS, AND THE SOVIET 
COMPANY TECHNOEXPORT PROVIDED THE EQUIPMENT. THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE FIELD TOOK 26 MONTHS AND COST 6 MILLION ID (20 
MILLION DOLLARS). PRODUCTION WILL BE PUMPED TO RUMAILA. 

2. IN WHAT MAY BE AN INDICATION OF ANOTHER NEW FIELD, THE 
BAGHDAD PRESS HAS ALSO RECENTLY PUBLISHED A TENDER NOTICE 
OF THE STATE ORGANIZATION FOR NORTHERN OIL, THE KIRKUK-BASED 
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SUBSIDIARY OF THE IRAQ NATIONAL OIL COMPANY (INOC). TENDER 
CALLED FOR BIDS ON THE CIVIL WORKS FOR WELLS K-X AND K-Y IN 
THE SARALEW (PHONETIC) REGION OF THE GOVERNORATE OF ARBIL. 

3. COMMENT. ARTICLE ON LEHAIS FIELD MADE NO MENTION OF 
INSTRUMENTATION PROCURED FROM US FIRM POWELL INDUSTRIES OF 
HOUSTON, TEXAS. AT REQUEST OF TECHNOEXPORT, REPRESENTATIVE 
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OF POWELL VISITED BAGHDAD IN LATE MARCH TO CHECK 
INSTRUMENTS PRIOR TO FIELD'S INAUGURATION (SEE REFTEL). 

USINT HAS INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO EVALUATE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
TENDER NOTICE FOR WELLS NEAR ARBIL AND FORWARDS INFORMATION FOR 
WASHINGTON'S ASSESSMENT. ACCORDING TO IRAQI PRACTICE, THE 
FIRST OF THE TWO ALPHABETIC DESIGNATORS OF THE WELLS INDICATES 
THE FIELD AND THE SECOND THE WELL SITE. TO USINT'S KNOWLEDGE 
THERE IS NO CURRENT SIGNIFICANT PRODUCTION IN THE ARBIL 
VICINITY. 

MACK 
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